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We also ask you to review other creative funding mechanisms that come before you,
especially those that would help to create stopgap funding for restaurants and their employees.
This industry is critical to the vibrancy of neighborhoods and downtowns in our communities
and to the employees, suppliers, and patrons that all form a vital part of our economy. Out of
16,000 restaurants statewide, 3,400 never reopened after the closures this spring, and more
and more of them are closing every day. The time for action is now.

We know that the Commonwealth cannot meet these needs entirely on its own, and we have
reached out to our federal delegation to express our urgent need for a federal relief package
that provides clear and specific aid to Main Streets. We have also urged Governor Baker to
follow the example of Governors in states like Rhode Island and New Mexico, where they have
expanded direct state aid programs for small businesses and restaurants. Today we are asking
you to pass these pieces of legislation to get critical funding programs off the ground now.

Thank you very much for your leadership and support for these urgent priorities.

Sincerely,
[
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